POLITICAL   AND    SOCIAL   STATE    OF   SPAIN

mistake to imagine them with a knife between their teeth
and a bomb in each hand, or as a crowd of Bohemian
charlatans. They are, before everything else, workers,
with an extraordinary capacity for self-sacrifice, and a
strong sense of organisation. They influenced the pro-
letarian crowds of the G.N.T., not as political elements
imposed upon them, but as ruling members of the same
party. Their influence consisted in making it impossible
that the organised proletariat should have to submit to
any political clique, and in fighting for their independence
as producers.

Having explained the principal features of the various
political and social forces which held the destinies of
Spain in their hands, I should like to point out the process
which formed them into fighting Units.

The Republic was founded in an atmosphere of
cordiality, and at the same time, indifference, which has
no precedent in history. The generosity of the Spanish
people made it possible to pass from the Monarchist to the
Republican regime, without any blood being spilt in the
process of changing. Spain, although late, had founded its
second Republic without pain, and this fact, which would
seem flattering, in reality presaged misfortune and
calamity.

It would be prolix as well as unnecessary to relate in
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